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Accessibility-certified, 
creative technology 
agency for 25+ years 
for purpose-driven 
brands 

Certifications: 
CPACC (accessibility), AWS 
Cloud, Pantheon, Acquia, 
Drupal, DEIB, and WBENC 
(women-owned) 

Deep expertise with Higher 
Ed, Associations, Global 
Non-Profits & Healthcare

Interdisciplinary team: 
UX, UI, AI, strategy, 
technology and analytics

Build enterprise 
websites in Drupal, 
WordPress & Sitefinity

UX practice started by 
Ph.D in human factors 
in 2006
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○ Founded in 1902, one of the top law schools 
in the country

○ Hosts fifteen clinics, providing students the 
opportunity to develop practical skills

○ Student to faculty ratio of 4.8 to 1

○ Encourages cross-collaboration with other 
divisions

“UChicago Law 
aims to train 
well-rounded, 
critical, and socially 
conscious thinkers 
and doers.”

About UChicago Law School
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Our Relationship
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○ Began with a redesign of four 
academic journal sites

○ Took over the main 
law.uchicago.edu website 
post-launch

○ Wonderful partnership 
spanning five years!

Past Projects: 
○ Journal website 

redesign (x4)
○ Drupal 10 and 11 

upgrades
○ Ongoing 

maintenance and 
support, including 
other enhancements

http://law.uchicago.edu
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The Ask (In One Slide)
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The Ask 
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The problem was simple:
there was suddenly a huge 
disconnect between the print and 
online versions of the same 
magazine.
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When taking inspiration,
we look Up and Out.
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Yes!
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✓ Break borders so it’s not 
too grid-like, asymmetry

✓ Eyebrow labels, clearly 
labeled “Features” section

✓ Flexibility of elements
✓ Read indicator/progress 

bar

No!
✗ Unlabeled Table of Contents 

(feels too random)
✗ Blog-like layouts
✗ Covers/images feeling too 

separated from stories
✗ Cover images taking up too 

much space
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How do you earn a seat you 
haven’t held before?!
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Proof of Concept

● Main goal was rapid prototyping 
to drive our conversation

● Drew inspiration from print 
magazine (block-oriented, big 
images, little text)

// Creating Editorial Freedom in Drupal
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Project Goals
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○ Provided a refreshed and more flexible design for 
the Table of Contents, past issues list, and article 
specific-pages

○ Bring the branding more in line with the redesigned 
print magazine

○ Make the online version Feel more like a magazine 
instead of just a list of content

○ Futureproof our solution so we can easily enhance 
in the future (e.g. add Layout Builder)
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The Navigation Debate
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Show Navigation: 
Helps with orientation

Hide Navigation: 
More immersive 
experience
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Our approach:
a flexible row and block system.
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// Creating Editorial Freedom in Drupal All of the blocks we created reflect 
patterns in the print magazine.
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Creative for 
Past Issues page
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The teasers are driven by
a twelve column configuration 
common in design.
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12 column
Grid
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So how did this translate to 
development?!
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Live Demo in
Layout Builder*
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Takeaways & Lessons Learned
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✓ Don’t just go with the status quo; push the 
boundaries

✓ Allowing creative freedom allows them to align with 
the print version

✓ Don’t be afraid of “complex development”; can be 
exciting for the team
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Platinum Award Winner
2026 MarCom Award for 
Educational Institution



Questions?
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// Rethinking Content Value



// CONFIDENTIAL SandstormⓇ

Say Hello!
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Syd Hunsinger
Sr. Product Owner
shunsinger@sandstormdesign.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sjhunsinger/ 

Nathan Haas
Associate Creative Director
nhaas@sandstormdesign.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/haaski/ 

mailto:shunsinger@sandstormdesign.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sjhunsinger/
mailto:nhaas@sandstormdesign.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/haaski/


// CONFIDENTIAL SandstormⓇ

Give Us Your 
Feedback, Or Get 
the Slides

*
sandstormdesign.com/digicol26
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go.digicol.org/digicol26-dpc8


