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Accessibility-certified, 
creative technology 
agency for 25+ years 
for purpose-driven 
brands 

Certifications: 
CPACC (accessibility), AWS 
Cloud, Pantheon, Acquia, 
Drupal, DEIB, and WBENC 
(women-owned) 

Deep expertise with 
Associations, Global 
Non-Profits, Higher Ed & 
Healthcare

Interdisciplinary team: 
UX, UI, AI, strategy, 
technology, analytics

15+ yrs working
in Drupal 

UX practice started by 
Ph.D in human factors 
in 2006

Fun facts about Sandstorm®
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Sandstorm® Championing Drupal

DrupalCon 2025
Session 1: 
Analytics and Custom 
GA4 Reporting

Session 2: 
Bridging Design and 
Development with 
Storybook & Drupal

DrupalCon Global 
10 Design Principles for 
Better UX and Accessibility: 
https://youtu.be/f7GoQ5tLw
SU 

Drupal MidCamp 2025 
Session 1: 
Back-End, Front-End
Unlocking the Hybrid Drupal 
Solution for Custom 
Software Development 

Session 2:
Leveraging the Best of 
Drupal to Support the 
World's Greatest Minds

DrupalCon 2024
Milken Institute + 
Sandstorm – Hitting 
‘Save As’ & Transforming 
UX, Taxonomy & Search 
for a Think Tank Website 

https://events.drupal.org/atlanta2025/session/data-insight-crafting-custom-ga4-reports-looker-studio-website-success
https://events.drupal.org/atlanta2025/session/data-insight-crafting-custom-ga4-reports-looker-studio-website-success
https://events.drupal.org/atlanta2025/session/figma-function-bridging-design-and-development-storybook-drupal
https://events.drupal.org/atlanta2025/session/figma-function-bridging-design-and-development-storybook-drupal
https://events.drupal.org/atlanta2025/session/figma-function-bridging-design-and-development-storybook-drupal
https://youtu.be/f7GoQ5tLwSU
https://youtu.be/f7GoQ5tLwSU
https://www.midcamp.org/2025/topic-proposal/unlocking-hybrid-drupal-solution-custom-software-development
https://www.midcamp.org/2025/topic-proposal/unlocking-hybrid-drupal-solution-custom-software-development
https://www.midcamp.org/2025/topic-proposal/unlocking-hybrid-drupal-solution-custom-software-development
https://www.midcamp.org/2025/topic-proposal/leveraging-best-drupal-support-worlds-greatest-minds
https://www.midcamp.org/2025/topic-proposal/leveraging-best-drupal-support-worlds-greatest-minds
https://www.midcamp.org/2025/topic-proposal/leveraging-best-drupal-support-worlds-greatest-minds
http://sandstormdesign.com
http://sandstormdesign.com
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we’ve conducted

to drive user engagement 
& conversion for 
Americares

GOAL OF THIS SESSION

Hands-on Workshop: 
Using Drupal and hybrid 
javascript framework 
components for custom 
software development

©2025 SANDSTORM DESIGN, INC®



©2025 SANDSTORM DESIGN, INC®

Our Scope of Work:

✓ Design-Thinking Workshops
✓ User Research 
✓ Competitive Analysis
✓ Key Messaging
✓ User Flows
✓ UX Design
✓ Usability Testing
✓ App Development
✓ Web Development
✓ Complex Integrations
✓ Accessibility Compliance
✓ Analytics & Reporting

 

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH ALEÄQUO

Aleäquo is a first-of-it’s-kind app to access, 
compare, and manage insurance quotes for 
thousands of properties and associations. 

A digital portal platform for property management companies and association managers, Aleäquo 
automates the manual processes of gathering property details for insurance quotes. The portal 
experience includes a rich sign-up process, which securely captures and stores complex data from 
property managers, while allowing the Aleäquo team to manage data on thousands of properties and 
associations, which is also integrated to Aleäquo’s CRM solution. 

The solution also allows users to submit data to obtain insurance documents via an efficient, 
multi-step process (CertSender).
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Custom Software – Why Drupal? 

○ Developer team and/or client familiarity

○ Open-source, out-of-the-box database, 
user management and control panel. These 
are features that most custom software 
needs, and Drupal provides this by default. 

Plus:

✓ Security / Security Updates

✓ Extendability: Building APIs 
is easier than ever

✓ Rich ecosystem of 
contributed modules

✓ New developer ramp-up 
time is condensed
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○ Drupal is optimized to allow 
non-developers to build websites.

○ If we want our website to “feel” like an 
app, there is no avoiding the need for 
javascript.

○ Complex javascript is easier to code 
with a framework like VueJS or ReactJS.

○ Many folks will have different opinions 
on this topic – that is OK.

○ Typescript can be a big advantage, 
especially for larger development teams.

○ Naturally fewer bugs - good coding 
practices are enforced by default

○ Naturally auto-documenting (IDEs 
and Github Copilot enhance efficiency)

○ New developers can be onboarded 
much faster

Why use a JavaScript framework as well?

// OK DRUPAL SOUNDS GREAT! 
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02/
ReactJS pluses
Much larger developer community

Many ways to accomplish a goal:

○ An incredibly large assortment of open source packages to 
use and learn from

○ Vast numbers of “component frameworks”, state 
management techniques (built-in context vs redux, etc.)

Knowledge and skills easily translate to React Native

○ React Native is very popular for building native mobile apps, 
and there is heavy crossover with toolsets, coding practices, 
and packages

03/
Angular pluses  

Very opinionated – there is 
generally only one “right” 
way to do things.

01/
VueJS pluses 
A bit easier for a “vanilla” javascript 
developer to understand and learn, 
as syntax is not so different from 
standard HTML/Javascript/CSS.

Only a relatively small number of 
ways to accomplish a goal, leading 
to less decision paralysis, and 
fewer coding dead ends / 
potholes.

Drupal plus a JavaScript framework seems 
cool. Which framework is best?

// BEWARE, OPTIONS AHEAD!
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Custom Drupal Module questionnaire.routing.yml



VueJS file structure App.vue
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○

// CODING TIME!

1. Download repo
a. mkdir drupal_hybrid_midcamp_2025; cd ./drupal_hybrid_midcamp_2025
b. git clone https://github.com/keepersmith/drupal_midcamp_hybrid.git
c. cd ./drupal_midcamp_hybrid

2. Follow “MidCamp 2025 Simple Instructions” in README.md

https://github.com/keepersmith/drupal_midcamp_hybrid.git


Download our Presentation

John Brooks
VP of Engineering @sandstormdesign.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-brooks-9746824/
jbrooks@sandstormdesign.com
Drupal.org: @keepersmith 
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